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GREEN MOBILIZATION IN KULTURPARK 

                A collaborative work has been done with the cooperation of the 
university since the discussions on social media create an information polution. 

The fairground in Izmir Kültürpark had been moved and as a result, the green field 
and the plant in the park has become a point at issue for a long time. Statements 
made by non-governmental organizations, political party representatives and 
people with environmental awareness cause confusion. They state in any platform 
that the most important green field in the city will be zoned for construction and 
will become an unearned income. 

#  

Within this information pollution, a student group from Saint-Joseph Highschool 
called 'Young Voice of the Environment' have worked on the issue and tried to find 
out what the situation is, and what is the plan of the municipal authority about this 
issue. Therefore, they have voluntarily given support to a joint project called 
"Preparation of Suggestions for Identification, Protection and Maintainability of the 
Materials in the field of Kültürpark", initiated by the municipal authority and the 
university, with the aim of 'protection and enhancement of the green field in the 
said area'. 
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ALL ARE BEING PHOTOGRAPHED 

Within the scope of the project, the presence of the plant in Kültürpark has been 
examined in detail; herbal materials are  identified and it is stated that a 
statistical study has also been carried out in collaboration with Ege University 
Faculty of Agriculture. 

In the studies, 7724 trees and plants in Kültürpark were recorded in the system. It 
was projected to remove 42 trees that pose a danger for other trees in the park 
since they contain quarantine pests.It was also projected to plant 633 new trees 
for rehabilitation purposes. In addition,some proposals were made within the scope 
of the project due to the diseases and harmful factors of the affected plant 
material in the area and also their interaction with other plant materials.Those 
proposals included the extension of the plants' lives and sustainability of the 
plants. 

Students who support the project say "Kültürpark is an important part of the 
ecosystem for Izmir. This place should be protected. Moving the fair from here and 
moving it to the new fairground in Gaziemir is actually very good for the current 
green area in Kültürpark. In the future, its flora can be enriched by new plants and 
with new designs. However, there are really dangerous trees in this area. We want 
to provide a healthier environment for plants since many of them have concrete 
and flooring material around their root.'' !
7724 HERBAL MATERIAL IS ON THE SYSTEM 

Asst. Prof. Nedim Çetinkaya from Ege University, Faculty of Agriculture, 
Department of Plant Protection mentioned that the presence of plant in Kültürpark 
has been determined in real terms for the first time. "It is the first time that a 
surveying of plant has been prepared. Each plant in Kültürpark has been recorded 
in terms of specific parameters. We have worked with a substructure that provides 
high precision. We have recorded each data about the specifications of the plants 
to the system. It has created a substructure for presenting information about the 
presence of plant to public opinion, especially for the ones in Kültürpark. The 
location and all specifications of the plant are available on online maps. At this 
point, the goal is not reducing the presence of plant. We aim an improved 
substructure in optimal conditions and a real recreation area by rehabilitating the 
presence of plant. We have recorded 7.724 trees and plants in 133 different types 
to the system. We would like to express our thanks to the conservationist teenagers 
who worked voluntarily in this fieldwork.", said Mr. Çetinkaya. 

 
According to this, species under the conifers tree and shrubs category can be seen 
in the table below : 

 !



!
!
Table: Species distribution of plant material by category 
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Categoris Number

Coniferous trees and shrubs 26

 
Broad-leaved evergreen trees and shrubs 11

 
Broad-leaved deciduous trees and shrubs 46

Evergreen fruit trees and shrubs 10

Deciduous fruit trees and shrubs 21

Broad-leaved monocotyledonous trees (palms) 5

 Bushes (more than 2 meters height) 
14

Total number of species 133
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WORKING EXAMPLE 

#  

!
English Name: DATE  
Latin Name: Phoenix Dactylifera L 
Explanation: Date; 3-5 meters wide can make hill, can be dated up to 30 meters 
trees. Palm tree, It’s cultivated as an ornamental plant in the Mediterranean and 
Aegean Regions for fruit production in the countries of the Middle East and Nort 
Africa. !!
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2.lik  
İzmir Özel Türk Fen Lisesi  

THE BEGINNING OF LIFE: “WATER” 

 THE END OF LIFE: “PETROLEUM” 

 

Fossil Fuels: Friend or Foe? 

 

Today, the energy we use for lightning, heating and cooling systems and to run any kind of 

motor vehicle is gained from fossil fuels. Liquid fossil fuels are called “petroleum” or “fossil 

oil”. Gasoline, kerosene, diesel and fuel-oil are provided by the distillation of petroleum. 

Petroleum is taken from some specific territories and transported to others which lack 

petroleum reserves. Being the most economical option, seaway is widely preferred for 

petroleum transportation. However, it is very risky. An accidental oil spill in the sea has 

countless effects, especially on marine life. Depending on the size of the oil slick, the 

environmental impact may be huge. The first great oil spill in Turkey occurred in the 

Bosporus in 1960. 18,000 tons of crude oil spilled in the Sea of Marmara. This accident was 

followed by many others. 

Now, please leave your headphones aside, grab your nylon backpack, wear your rubber-soled 

shoes and take the first diesel-powered bus to the sea. Be ready to face how the source of life 

turns into a “human-caused” devastation! 

Recklessness caused 3 environmental disasters in 3 months 

 

As young reporters, we 

investigated three oil spills which 

occurred in the last three months.  

The first accident happened on 18
th

 

Dec. 2016 in Izmir when a ship, 

‘Lady Tuna’, crashed into a reef 

near Pırasa Island in order to avoid 

hitting fishing boats. Because of 

the damage on her body, 50 tons of 

fuel oil spilled into the sea. An oil 

slick from the large oil spill 

reached Paşalimanı and some well-

known beaches. The captain is 

thought to be the responsible for 

this incident 

 

. 

YRE-Team investigated three oil spills which took place in a three-month 

period.  

 



On 12
th

 Jan., another environmental disaster took place off the coast of Dilovası district, in the 

Gulf of Izmit. A tanker docked in the port leaked 60 tons of fuel oil which spread toward the 

gulf. By the time the further spread of the fuel oil was prevented, unfortunately the effects of 

the incident had become disastrous; many birds, sea animals and their habitat were affected. 

The clean-up operations were started by both the port authority and Kocaeli Metropolitan 

Municipality Department of  Environment, and supported by some local people as well.  

Unfortunately, another oil spill incident in Izmir was reported on March 3rd, 2017. A seized 

freighter, ‘Bodyer’, got its anchor loose in Aliağa and drifted out to the sea near Foça in 2015. 

Due to the risk she brought to the 

area, and on demand of the locals, 

a technical team tried to take 

Bodyer back; however, the ship 

started to drift out further because 

of high tide. Since her navigation 

instruments had long been stolen, 

Bodyer was towed by the coast 

guards and local fishing boats. 

However, last month fuel was 

reported to have been spilling in 

the sea from her fuel-oil tank. To prevent the oil spread, Bodyer was encircled with barriers. 

The fuel-oil tank was discharged. Unfettered seized ships is a serious problem in Aliağa. 

‘Bodyer’ is not the first and unfortunately will not be the last example that occurs because of a 

lacunae in law. 

The main reason for all these 3 accidents is ‘recklessness’. As for the results, the impacts of 

oil spill depend on where it happened, where it moved towards, whose habitat- animals, plants 

and people, was affected and for how long.  

After a Petroleum Accident 

Generally, natural recovery process 

might renew environmental damages and 

rehabilitate the area. However, an 

effective purification procedure may 

support a much faster recovery.  

 We went to Çeşme for the clean-up 

procedure following the ‘Lady Tuna’ 

accident. At present, Mare Sea Cleaning 

Services Corp. is in charge of clean-up 

efforts with Çeşme Municipality, with a 

team of 125 staff. They are not only 

dealing with oil slick, both also 

cleaning up other solid waste at the 

near beaches. 

Izmir, Ilıca Seasides after Lady Tuna Accident (December, 2016)  

 

 Mare Sea Cleaning Services Corp., cleaning up the seashores 

(March, 2017). 

 



 

 

 

Cleaning Innovations in Izmir 

 

Izmir Metropolitan Municipality has designed a sea broom called ‘Mavi Körfez 3’ to 

intervene in such emergency situations. This ship, which will provide timely intervention in 

possible marine disasters, is a first in Izmir.  

‘Mavi Körfez 3’ will intervene in the oil pollution that may occur and will also be able to 

receive garbage and waste from the ships in case of emergency. After being collected, the 

solid wastes and oil will be transferred to the waste transfer stations in Gediz and Halkapınar. 

Human: Both the Reason and the Solution 

When an oil accident occurs, the image of an oil-covered bird or fish could be the first to 

appear in our mind. However, the whole damage is not limited to the lives of these animals.  

We often focus on immediate damages of an oil spill; however, long-term environmental 

effects could be devastating, lasting for decades after the incident and affect humans just like 

other living beings as we are a part of the environment. 

It’s no doubt that petroleum offers many benefits to human life; but it’s again petroleum that 

damages both offshore and onshore habitat of several species and the ecosystem when a spill 

happens. Therefore, as Young Reporters of the Environment, we believe the news media has a 

crucial role in raising awareness of such ‘human-caused’ environmental disasters and the 

ways of oil spill prevention and response. 

Please check your plastic watch now: When will the next oil spill be?  



3.lük  
Tanı Anadolu Lisesi  

Mother Earth demands “Good Agricultural Practices” 

 

Good Agricultural Practices for environment and human health  
 

The advent of technology, especially in the last 50 years, has damaged the environment and 

ecosystems more than it did in the previous 1000 years. Climate imbalance and continuously 

growing population arising from high carbon monoxide emission have made new measures 

inevitable regarding agricultural productivity and new production methods. In recent years, 

rapid soil and water pollution, desertification and erosion have necessitated “organic 

agriculture” and “good agricultural practices”. Nowadays, it seems unlikely that organic 

agriculture is sustainable due to nearly-extinct genuine seeds. However, it is still possible to 

provide food safety and quality. Good agricultural practices, in which various criteria such as 

seeds, production methods, cultivation areas and agricultural workers can be monitored and 

certificated, has spread widely in Turkey as well as all over the world.         

  

GAP does not contain pesticide residues 

One of the users of this method is Tevfik Tavas who is the manager of Tavas Agriculture 

Company operating in Manisa Province. He was interviewed by the young reporters for the 

environment who represent Tanı College to give information about the subject. Mr. Tavas 

responding the students’ questions emphasized that consumers want to know what they eat 

and he stated that ‘good agriculture’ is inspired by this idea. He also stated that good 

agricultural practices include lots of criteria, such as production process, seeds, planted field, 

planting method, irrigation, fertilization method and workers. According to Mr. Tavas, “good 

agricultural practices” is a type of agricultural production whose aim is to provide food safety 

and sustainable and accountable agriculture, to protect the natural resources, not to give 

damage to human , animal and environmental health and this method does not damage the 

ecosystem. He said that the products do not contain pesticide residues. They do not harm 

human and environmental health. In summary, good agriculture means providing food 

security, saving human health and it is economically efficient, environmentally and socially 

liveable and economically efficient. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tevfik Tavas, the manager of Tavas Agriculture Co., introduces good agricultural practices to 

the students.  



 

Local authorities attach great importance to good agricultural practices, as well. 

İzmir Metropolitan Municipality leads the way to good agricultural practices in Turkey 

among local authorities. According to the data provided by the Municipality; good 

agricultural practices has been used on the total area of 53,331 decares in Kemalpaşa and 

Seferihisar districts within a pilot project. Cherry, olive, peach, plum, pear, grapes, nectarine 

and citrus fruit are grown on this area thanks to 369 professional growers. The supports 

provided by the Municipality to these growers are as follows; fertilization procedures are 

performed according to soil analysis and pesticides are used under inspection. Therefore, soil 

and crop quality improves and agricultural products can be registered within good agricultural 

practices. Projects to spread good agricultural practices to Selçuk, Dikili and Foça districts 

continue in 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Izmir Metropolitan Municipality provides support to good agricultural practices in Kemalpaşa 

and Seferihisar districts of Izmir Province.  

 

Aegean Forest Foundation grows olives using good agricultural practices  

 

Aegean Forest Foundation, one of the biggest institutions operating in accordance with its 

main objective of combating desertification and erosion in Turkey, sets a significant example 

of good agricultural practices. The foundation, using good agricultural practices in 

Oğlananası, Menderes district of İzmir Province since 2013, grows “Gemlik Olive” on the 

area of 1000 decares.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Aegean Forest Foundation also grows “Gemlik Olive” using good agricultural practices. 

The objectives of Good Agricultural Practices 
 

 Protecting natural resources and spreading environmental awareness 

 Preventing air, water and soil pollution 

 Ensuring effective production planning 

 Creating storage and recycling opportunities for waste products 

 Supporting healthy development of farm animals 

 Not using banned pesticides in production process 

 Providing accountability and sustainability in agricultural practices 

 Providing food safety 

 

 

 

*This article has been published on http://www.egetelgraf.com/30-03-2017/ and 

www.izgazete.com. 

It can also be reached on the official website of our school. http://www.tanikoleji.com/   
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